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Cum pulchris tunicis fumet nova confilia et fpes. 
OR. 


To Mr. 70 WJ. 


Fuly 14, 1755» 
Reap your late paper, fhewing the clofe. 
analogy which cloathing the body bears to 
we adorning the mind, with great attention: and 
4. am thoroughly perfuaded, that the generality 
” of mankind would be as glad to embellith 
their minds as to fet off their perfons, if they could procure 





knowledge, virtue, and good-nature, with the fame eafe that 
they can furnith themfelves with the ornaments of the body. 
The clown in rug or duffel can, ata moment’s warning, 
be -furnifhed with a complete fuit of lace -or embroidery 
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from Monmouth-freet : his long lank gteafy hair may be 
exchanged in Middle Row for a {mart bag or a jemmy 
{cratch ; and his clouted thoes, with the rough hobnails in 
the heel and fole clumping at every ftep, may be transformed 
into a pair of dancing pumps at the York/hire Warchoute, 
or the Old Crifpin in Cranbourn Alley. The draggled ftreet 
walker can rig herfelf with a clean fmack, a linen gown, 
and a hat fmartly cocked up behind and before, in Broad 
St. Giles’s ; ot. if the can afford it, every pawn-broker will 
let out a gold watch with coronets, a tiflue or brocaded 
fack, and all the paraphernalia of a countefs, But where, 


Mr. Town, can thefe people go to cloath their minds, or 


at what fhops are retailed fenfe and vittue? Honour and 
honefty are not to be purchafed in Monmouth-fireet : Know- 
ledge is not infufed into the head through the powder-puff; 
and, as good wine needs no bufh, fenfe is not derived from 
the fu'l-bottomed periwig. The woman of the town, 
vamped up for fhow with paint, patches, plumpers, and 
every external ornament that art can fuggeft, knows no me- 
thod to beautify her mind. She cannot for any price buy 
chaftity in Broad St. Giles’s, or hire honefty from the pawn- 
broker’s. 


SEEING therefore at one view the difficulty in obtaining 
the accomplifhments of the mind, and the exact analogy 
they bear to drefs, I have been labouring this week paft to 
remedy that inconvenience, and have at length devifed a 
fcheme which will fully anfwer that purpofe: In a word 
then, I fhall next winter open a fhop or warehoute in the moft 


public part of the town, under the name of a MiIND-ANp. 
Bopy-CLoTuHirx: two trades which, though never yet, 


united, are fo far from being incompatible, that they are,in 


their 
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their nature infeparable. I fhall not only fupply my friends 
with a fuit or a fingle virtue, but furnith them with com- 
plete habits of mind and body from head to foot: and by 
a certain fecret art in the form and texture of the things fold, 
the required virtues fhall be as inherent in them, as the 
materials of which they are compofed. That fuch virtues 
may be transfufed by cloaths is evident from experience. 
In the nartow extent of my reading, Mr. Town, I remem- 
ber to have met with an account of Fortunatus’s Wifbing- 
Cap, by which he could tranfpott himfelf in an inftant 
from one place to another: It is alfo well known, that the 
famous ‘fack the Giant-killer poffeffed a fword of fharpnefs, 
fhoes of {wiftnefs, and a coat of invifibility. Why then 
may not I fell a fuit of patriotifm, a fword of honour, and 
retail modefty and chaftity to fine ladies in tuckers and 
aprons. My fcheme is already in great forwardnefs; and I 
fhall be able to accommodate my cuftomers by the next 
birth-day : wherefore, as Meffieurs Paris and others daily 
advertife in the news-papers, I alfo chufe to give the world 
public notice of my fcheme, and fhall be proud to fee them 
firft apprifed of it by means of your paper, 


No one, whe duly confiders the natural influence, which 
cloaths commonly have upon their wearers, will object to 
my fcheme as utterly impracticable. That a -perfon can 
put on or throw off the internal habits of his mind together 
with his coat of his perriwig, is plain in very numerous 
inftances. The young counfellor, who every morning in 
term time takes the meafure of //efm:nfier-Hall with the 
importance of a judge upon the circuit, at once divefts 
himfelf of his gravity with the ftarched band and long 
robe, and refumes the fpirit of a buck together with the 
{word 
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{word and ‘bag-wig. In the fame manner the orthodox 
vicar once a week wraps himfelf up in piety and virtue with 
his canonicals ; which qualities are as eafily caft off again as 
his furplice ; and for the reft of the week he wears the 
drefs as well as the manners of his fox-hunting patron. 
We may learn the difpofition of a man by his apparel, as 
we know the trade of a carpenter by his leathern apron, or 
a foldier by his red coat. When we fee a fnuff-coloured 
{uit of ditto with the bolus buttons, a metal headed cane, 
and an enormous bufhy. grizzle, we as readily know the 
wearer to be a difpenfer of life and death, as if we had feen 
him pounding .a mortar or brandifhing a clyfter-pipe. 
The different affeétions of the mind have been diftinguifhed | 
by different colours; as fcarlet has been made to reprefent 
valour, yellow to denote jealoufy, and true blue to fignify 
integrity: but we may likewife difcover all the virtues and 


vices lurking in the different parts of the apparel. ‘When 


at-a city feaft I fee the guefts tucking their napkins into their 
fhirt-collars, as if they were all of them going to be fhaved, 
I very well know that their thoughts wear a different drefs 
than in the Alley: and when the antiquated toaft is laying 
on her complexion at the toilette, and repairing the ruins 
of beauty, what is fhe doing but patching her.mind with 
pride and conceit? In a word, I’can difcover impudence 
faring from the bold cock of a Kevenbuller; frugality fkulk- 
ing in a darned ftocking, coquetry {pread ‘out im: a hoop- 
petticoat, and foppery dangling from a- fhoulder-knot, I 
often pleafe myfelf with thus remarking the various drefles 
of the mind ; and by the clue you have already: given us I 
have been able to. unfold the inmoft linings of the heart, 
and difcover ** the very ftuff of the thoughts.’’ 


Ir 
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Ir muft, however, be owned, that in thefe matters the 
niceft penetration may be impofed on ; fince in the prefent 
random method of drefling, many perfons appear in maf- 
querade. This inconvenience, among many others, will be 
remedied by my project; for, as whoever deals with me will 
at once cloath his mind and his body, the whole town will 
be drefled in character, Thus if a chimney-fweeper or a 
plough-boy put on a {uit of embroidery, a {word, bag-wig, &c. 
they will at the fame time inveft themfelves with the inter- 
nal dignity of a perfon of quality: my lady’s youngeft fon 
may buy courage with his regimentals, and orthodoxy may 
be purchafed at the fame time with a gown and caffock by 
the young fmarts from the univerfities. My fcheme alfo 
further recommends itfelf, by laying open the only path to 
virtue and knowledge, that the world will chufe to follow : 
and as my cloaths will always be cut according to the neweft 
and moft elegant manner, thefe qualifications of the mind, 
inherent in them, muft neceflarily come into fafhion. Thus 
our fine gentlemen will learn morality under their valet de 
chambre ; and a young lady of fafhion will acquire new ac- 
complifhments with every new ribband, and become virtu- 
ous as well as beautiful at her toilette. I depend on your 
readinefs to promote my fcheme; but what I moft earneftly 
intreat of you, Mr. Town, is to ufe your utmoft intereft 
with the polite world, but efpecially with the ladies, not 
to difcard cloaths entirely ; as by fuch a refolution my 
fcheme muft be defeated: and indeed it will not be in 
the power of man to give them virtue, if they determine to 
go naked. 


As knowledge and virtue can never be fufficiently dif- 
fafed, my warchoufe will be calculated for general ufe, and 
ftored with large affortments of all kinds of virtues and 
dreffes, that I may fuit perfons of whatever denomination. 
Phyficians may be furnifhed from my fhop with gravity and 
learning in the tyes of a perriwig ; ferjeants at law may be 
fitted with a competent knowledge of reports under a coif; 
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and young counfellors may be endued with a fufficient fund 
of eloquence for the circuits, in a fmart tye between a 
bob and a flow, contrived to cover a toupee. I fhall fell 
religion to country parfons in pudding-fleeves, and to young 
town curates juft comé from the univerfity, in doctors fcarfs 
and cut grizzles: I fhall have fome pious ejaculations, whi- 
nings, and groans, ready cut out in leathetn aprons and 
blue frocks, for the preaching fraternity of carpenters, brick- 
layers, tallow-chandlers, and butchers, at the Tabernacle and 
Foundery in Moor-felds. For our military gentlemen de- 
figned to go abroad, I fhall have feveral parcels of true Bri- 
tifh courage woven in a variety of cockades and fword-knots : 
and for our fine gentlemen, who ftay at home, I have prto- 
vided a proper quantity of French Bagatelle, in cut velvet, 
lace and embroidery, neat as imported, 


As the ladies, I fuppofe, will all of them to a woman be 
defirous of purchafing beauty with every branch of. the fe- 
male apparel, 1 am afraid I thall not be able to anfwer their 
demands: but I fhall have feveral dreffeés, which will make 
up for the want of it: I thall have neatnefs done up in a 
great variety of plain linnen; decency and difcretion in feveral 
patterns for mobs, hoods, and nightgowns ; together with 
modefty difpofed into tuckers, kerchiefs for the neck, ftays 
that almoft meet the chin, and petticoats that touch the 
ground. I fhall alfo have a fmall portion of chaftity knit 
into garters, and laces for the ftays, very proper to be worn 
at mafquerades and affemblies. 


I Hap almoft forgot to mention, that authors, who are 
often in equal want of fenfe and cloaths, fhall be fitted out 
by me with both at once on very reafonable rates. As for 
yourfelf, Mr. Town, I thall beg leave to prefent you with 
an entire fuit of fuperfine wit and humour, warranted to 
wear well, and appear creditable, and in which no author 
would be afhamed to be feen. 

Iam; Sir, your humble fervant 


W EuTRAPELUS TRIM. 
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